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The 
Bloomin’ 

Truth 
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by Ray Fulcher 

 

To recap the past year, we have been having 
a good ole time!  Last October we started a new 
Mainstream class, and it started with a bang.  We 
had two squares every week for a while.  Then it 
quieted down to one square a week.  Although one 
square is still fun, it is more like a party when there 
are two squares.  Still, the new students were 
enthusiatic, and had smiles on their faces.  We held 
a fun graduation party with balloons and cake for 
the Mainstream class graduation. 

When the Mainstream class was finished, 
we immediately started a Plus class.  The class 
members and angels said they found the class 
challenging and fun.  And, of course, they had 
smiles on their faces.  The main objective of all of 
our activities at Bloomin' Squares is to have fun, 
and we are succeeding. 

 

Completely new design 
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New design -- you won’t have to tuck it in. 

 

Order yours now so the club photos will look great! 
 

$30 each personalized with your name on it! 
($20 for paid-up members.) 

 

Pictures and details on the website: 
http://www.iagsdc.org/bloominsquares/ 

 

 
 

We will be continuing polishing Mainstream 
skills and completing the Plus class during the 
summer, so ya'll come on down and bring your 
friends for a good ole time! 

 
--Ray 

 

 
 

Roberto and Ray celebrate a successful  
transmission of Mainstream skills. 
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GCA School 
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by Ray Fulcher 

�
Thanks for all of the support I have received 

from the members and students of Bloomin' 
Squares.  I am a new square dance caller, and it has 
been my privilege to teach the Bloomin' Squares 
Mainstream and Plus class this year.  It has been 
both challenging and fulfilling learning my craft 
and ensuring that the students get everything they 
need to be great square dancers and are having fun.  
Before taking the position as class instructor at 
Bloomin' Squares I had already attended two square 
dance caller classes and apprenticed with a couple 
of square dance callers.  To further my skills I 
recently attended the GCA Caller School at the 
IAGSDC Convention Red Rocks & Purple 
Mountains in Denver, Colorado. 

The Gay Caller Association (GCA) 
produces the class and pulls together crème de le 
crème square dance caller coaches to provide 
outstanding training for the square dance caller 
students.  The lead coaches were the fabulous 
Deborah Carroll-Jones and Anne Uebelacker.  The 
caller coach assistants were also excellent and well 
known:  Barry Clasper, Bill Eyler and Ett McAtee.  
The coaches and coach assistants all provided 
useful information and training delivered with 
warmth and compassion. 

The training included many different aspects 
of calling.  Just some of the highlights follow.  
There were specific techniques for resolving the 
square (getting everyone back to their home 
position with their original partner).  There were 
some interesting and fun exercises.  I especially 
liked the one where two caller students were paired 
up and both had their backs to the square.  The two 
caller students alternated back and forth, each 
giving one call each.  Since neither caller could see 
the square, all the calling had to be done using 
visualization only.  It was interesting that many 
callers did much better calling to the square when 
they were not looking at it. 

We had exercises where we studied the body  

flow of the dance.  The dance is best when there is 
good body flow, where one call creates momentum 
and direction that leads directly into what is needed 
for the next call.  We got to experience the extremes 
of anti-body flow (extreme changes in momentum) 
and body overflow (so much rotation that one gets 
dizzy). 

The camaraderie amongst the students was 
wonderful.  All of the students were very supportive 
of each other.  We all want each other to succeed 
and be great callers.  Each of us has a unique aspect 
to bring to square dance calling and square dancing. 

I look forward to mastering what I have 
learned at the school and to continue down the path 
of mastering square dance calling. 

Thanks again for all your confidence in me 
and your support.  See you in a square soon! 

 
Highest Regards, 
Ray 

 
Mark Your Calendar 
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July 28 “Tinth” Anniversary Dance 

Caller - Andy Allemao from San Diego 
Sept 29 Oktoberfest 

Caller – David Mee 
Oct 27 Monster Mash 

 Caller – Carrie Masters 
Nov 24 Turkey in the Straw   
 PLUMMER PARK –   
 Joining Tinseltown  
 from 3 to 9:30pm, potluck at 5. 

 Caller – Darren Gallina 
Dec 29 Pre-New Years’ Eve 

 Caller – TBA 
 
Dances are at Wendy’s in Sunland-Tujunga,  

from 7 to 10 unless noted.   
See the website for details and costume ideas: 
http://www.iagsdc.org/bloominsquares/  
 
Classes every Wednesday 7 to 8:30: 

Plus Workshop . $6. 
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Renewal Time 
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by Jim Spence, Treasurer�

 
 It's that time of year again when 
membership dues are due.  They are due on the 1st 
of July every year.  Check your mail -- email or 
snail -- for our official renewal notice.  (It went out 
last month.)  Rates are unchanged from last year -- 
$36.00 for full membership or $18.00 for associate 
membership.  Your membership entitles you to: 
 
�  Discounted admission to dances ($6.00 instead 

of $7.00) 
�  Insurance coverage if you are hurt or injured at 

a dance (full members only) 
�  Having a say in the operation of the club 
�  Receiving our Newsletter "The Bloomin' Truth" 

(which we are reactivating) 
�  Opportunity to run for office 
�  Membership in the IAGSDC and voting 

privileges at the General Meeting at the 
Conventions. 

�  $10 off a club shirt. (Full members only.) 
 

If you haven’t yet renewed, then, technically 
speaking, you are no longer a member!  This may 
put you at risk insurance-wise!  So please consider 
re-joining….just drop that check in the mail today:   

 
  Bloomin’ Squares  
  P.O. Box 4646  
  Sunland  CA   91041-4646 
 

Remember -- In order to keep Bloomin', 
we've got to keep growin'! 

 
 
Gay Icon 
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by Jim Spence 

 

Pardon the pun!   
We’re bringing back a tradition we’ve let 

slide for a few years – our group outing to the 

 
A gay singer (Rufus Wainwright) singing  

Judy Garland songs!  What more could you 
want? 

 
Hollywood Bowl.  This year on Sunday, September 
23rd, we will see Rufus Wainwright Plays Judy 
Garland with the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra, 
conducted by Stephen Oremus. 

Following his acclaimed 2006 tribute to 
Judy Garland (at Carnegie Hall), Rufus pays tribute 
to Judy’s famous show at the Hollywood Bowl, 
singing all the songs that she performed on that 
sensational night 46 years ago. 

Wainwright grew up in Montreal and 
studied both classical and modern piano.  Some of 
his songs feature his mastery of French.  He came 
out as gay while still a teen.  In the November 11, 
1999 issue of Rolling Stone, he said that his father 
recognized he was gay.  “We’d drive around in the 
car, he’d play ‘Heart of Glass’, and I’d sort of 
mouth the words pretending to be Blondie.  Just a 
sign of many other things to come as well.” 

In an interview with the British newspaper 
The Observer, Rufus listed his top ten gay icons.  
He selected Judy Garland as his first choice, 
claiming that she was not merely a gay icon, but 
citing her as something of “a gay beacon - a gay 
saint!” 

Join us for this fun evening.  Friends and 
family are welcome, but seats are limited.  Cost is 
$17.00 each and we’ll plan a picnic beforehand 
(details will be mailed out with the tickets).  Contact  
Jim at 818-992-4770 or Ray at 818-917-7515.   
Tickets must be paid for by August 10th.  
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Red Rocks and Purple Mountains 
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by Steve Morgan 

 
Pouring rain on our early arrival Wednesday 

before convention and a dramatic thunderstorm 
upon our departure framed the fantastic IAGSDC 
Convention whose weather remained pleasant and 
near dry throughout.  There were over 1025 
registered attendees, one of the best showings in the 
last few years.  Post convention comments are 
suggesting that Red Rocks was "one of the best 
conventions yet."  The Rocky Mountain Rainbeaus 
put on a great event from start to finish. 

Beginning with the trail-in dance on 
Thursday, the calling was quick and challenging, 
and what a great team of callers!  The dozen callers 
included the popular gay callers Ann Uebelacker, 
Bill Eyler, Todd Fellegy and Kris Jensen.  Coming 
from Texas were "Mother" (Deborah Carroll-Jones) 
and Ross Howell.  Denver locals included Bear 
Miller, Bobby Poyner and Charlie Robertson and 
filling out the calling team were Tim Crawford, 
Mike Jacobs and John Marshall.  Many GCA callers 
were highlighted as well. 

Friday night, the Grand march was 
memorable.  After a bit of a slow start, everything 
moved from the march itself to the inspirational 
singing of the national anthems of the major 
participating countries - Japan, Canada and the U.S. 
- and the emotional presentation of the memorial 
quilts.  The mayor of the city of Denver gave not 
just a brief "welcome to Denver" speech but an 
unexpectedly detailed and impressive presentation.  
The surprise at the end of the grand march was the 
group photo which was organized and taken in a 
painless five minutes from start to finish. 

Later Friday night, the reigning Honky Tonk 
Queen, Wilma Titzgro, put on a fast-moving, 
entertaining Honky Tonk Queen contest that ended 
pretty much on time!  Old Queens Lois Common 
Denominator and the Fabulous Cow Pattie 
entertained, and there were four performing 
contestants:  Ima Cornholer, Sharon Husbands, 
Mustang Mary and Goldie Fish.  Mustang Mary 
from Florida won the contest by only one point over 

Ima Cornholer.  At the Sunday brunch, Rick Haws 
presented Ima Cornholer a much-deserved honorary 
medallion for her tenth try at the Honky Tonk 
Queen contest. 

About 17 Bloomin' members attended and 
15 were photographed for the club pic - a great 
showing for our club!  Jeff Wise received his 10-
year medallion during the Sunday brunch.  
Congratulations, Jeff. 

The host hotel, the Hyatt Denver 
Convention Center, under construction in 2005 was 
near-new for convention.  There was plenty of good 
food in the many local restaurants, especially in the 
revived downtown 16th Street mall which was only 
a block away, the length easily covered by frequent 
shuttle buses.  Attendees of the Gay Bowling 
Convention and Gay Volleyball Convention taking 
place nearby complemented the already pleasant 
scenery.  Rainbow flags decorated the downtown 
mall in honor of all the attending gay groups. 

The consensus seemed to be that the Fun 
Badge tour was one of the best ever.  Attendees 
walked to the Denver Sculpture gardens where they 
danced and then boarded buses for the rest of the 
tour:  the spectacular red Rocks Amphitheater, 
where tourists and locals enjoyed the gay square 
dancing show; Mile High Stadium, where we 
danced on the close-mowed field (not just the 
parking lot); then City Park, with it's gorgeous view 
of the Denver skyline.  The fun badge tour was a 
fine ending to an incredible IAGSDC Convention. 

As at every IAGSDC convention, a mix of 
all sorts of people from throughout the U.S. and 
other parts of the world came together in a friendly, 
Family event - strangers and familiar faces all with 
the common knowledge and interest of square 
dancing.  At the IAGSDC meeting, delegates 
selected Atlanta as the convention site for 2011.  
The 2008 convention will be in Cleveland, then 
Washington D.C. in 2009, and Chicago in 2010.  
Everyone should make an effort to attend the next 
IAGSDC Convention.  Besides the convention 
itself, the Cleveland City Country Dancer's 
convention presentation during Sunday's brunch 
showed a lot to see and a lot to do in the vicinity. 


