FINE LINES ‘ ‘

San Diego Finest City Squares Fall 2008

A Message from the President

If you had asked me a year ago if | ever wouldregself as the
President of Finest City Squares, | definitely veblbave said no can,
no way. | was still recovering from my surgery ang only thoughts
were to have a speedy recovery. But MMYhings surely have
changed, here | am El Presidente. | am truly edditebe the President
of FCS.

This is truly a monumental year for FCS. This y&&S is celebrating its 20
Anniversary with a dance themed “Alice in Winted&dn We also will be having 10
other dances this year, attending IAGSDC Square®&onvention in Washington
D.C., participating the San Diego Gay Pride Festwa Parade, and hosting Pass the
Sea 09. | want to note we have a strong groupuoiesits this year, eager to learn to
square dance.

We are a group of shakers and movers, and our €a#mm to Square Dance is
contagious. We have a great caller in Andy Alleprsagreat group of Angels and YOU.
If there is anything | can do to make your FCS eigpee better, please don't hesitate to
contact me.

See you in a Square,

Ken Valdez

New FSC Board Takes the Helm

Finest City has a new Board of Directors for 20082 There were no challengers for
the positions being vacated, so formal electionsewet required. Many thanks are
extended to the outgoing board members who dikeellent job organizing and
running the club this past year. Those steppinvgndare....

Richard Bass David Spence (L) Diana Barrows Terri O’Barski
President & Jim Blair (R) Secretary Co-Treasurer

Co-Vice Presidents
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Meet your 2008/2009 board members....

Ken Valdez Jamie Crissman Tim Gahagan
President Co-Vice President Co-Vice President

—=

Mike Neiheisel Jason McCallister Bob Swee
Treasurer Co-Treasurer Secretary

New Basic/Mainstream Class Started In September

Finest City’s new Basic & Mainstream class begarsept.
17". New dancers were recruited at this year's PFielgtival,
Pass the Sea “Horse”, and by members who brouight to
the class. The class has finished Basic and tgasldearning
Mainstream under Andy Allemao’s excellent tutelage.

The Class of 2009 has elected Gene Morones asctheg
representative. Gene will act as a liaison betwiberstudents
and the FCS board. He will communicate any issues
concerns that students may not feel comfortableesging
directly to the board members.

Gene Morone!

We can use all the angels we can get to help db&leew students, so if you can, join us
on Wednesdays at 7:30. Be sure to welcome thestsidind let them know how glad we
are that they have come out to dance with us.

(w}
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Finest City Squares’ 20th Anniversary Dance

This coming January, FCS will celebrate it 2Bniversary. The theme for our
anniversary dance is “Alice in Winterland”. Mich#&ellogg will be calling in the
Balboa Park Club on January"™L00ur own Ed Jackson will be handling the catering
As always, no dress code is required, but if yal lige getting into the spirit of the
dance by dressing in costume that would make thateall the merrier. It's sure to be a
fun-filled evening so come out and help us celeb?fX years.
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Pass the Sea “Horse” 2008 Fly-In

Finest City Squares held its fly-in, Pass the Sé¢arse” September

12" — 14" in conjunction with the San Diego Gay Rodeo. Adiees

danced to callers Vic Ceder, David Mee, Pat CaargtAndy

Allemao, and David Heffron. We are especially &gmtive of

David Heffron who filled in at the last minute féim Crawford who

was scheduled to call but encountered visa probiehen trying to
clear customs at the Canadian border. In additail the great dancing, attendees
enjoyed a nice poolside brunch, free admissiohédRodeo, the Rodeo’s Saturday night
country western dance, and a pool party.

FCS is indebted to Jim Blair and David Spence wéaded the Pass

the Sea “Horse” planning. Thanks also go out éorthmerous club
members that served on the various committeestiped make the
fly-in a roaring success! You can view picturemfrthe week-end on
the FCS website from the Galleries p&dg://www.iagsdc.org/finestcity/
Here’s a preview......
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Member Spotlight
By Diana Barrows

For this issue of Fine
Lines the member
Spotlight shines upon
John GriffinandSteve

Heyl. This longtime
couple met in May 1989
on a street in Georgetown,
Washington DC. Yes, they
cruised each other; and it
was love at first sight.
cc Steve lived in DC and
Steve Heyl (L) and John Griffin (R) John was there for a
convention (from Ohio).
They carried on a long-distance romance for owaaa. John briefly moved in with
Steve in DC, then the two moved to Denver in 1991.

John was born in the small town of East Liverpool, Omd. 959. East Liverpool is
where Fiesta pottery is made. He received a Bachalegree in computer science from
Youngstown State in Ohio. He has a sister and teoes. Stevewas born in Orlando,
Florida in 1960. His 92 year-old Mother still livesFlorida. He also has a brother, a
sister, 1 nephew and 3 niece&stevereceived a BS in physics from the University of
Central Florida.

The couple lived in Denver from 1991 to 2004hn’s job with IBM in Boulder was

ending in 2004. Of the places he could transfethiey chose San Francisco. They soon
decided that San Francisco was too cold, too faggljust didn’t suit them very well

(“A great place to visit, but not to live in”). Sbey moved to San Diego about two years
ago.John’s job is contract softwaré&teveis a technical (computer) writer and a personal
fitness trainer.

John had started square dancing with Foggy City Squapaes San Francisco. He
transferred into our class, the Class of 2007. lde the class representative to the board.
He now dances at the A2 level. His favorite calPass and Roll Your Neighbor; least
favorite call is Motivate.Stevehad graduated Mainstream in 1988 from DC Lambda
Squares. He didn’t dance for almost 20 years, tjnaduated FCS Class of 2008. He
dances at the Plus level and is taking Al lesddisstavorite call is Spin Chain and
Exchange the Gears.

John is building a video server at home; he will havero200 movies on lineStevehas
run one Marathon and he is also a competitive pdifter. They have both been
involved with different Bear organizatiorfSteveis a Front Runner. They both attend
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Scripteasers, where new plays are read and critigqueey enjoy attending theater and
playing board game&teveandJohn have revived an old hobby of making wine. They
just bottled their second batch.

Steveconfided that he was International Mr. Bear in 1888 he was featured in the
2007 South Market Bare Chest Calendar [San Fraojcisc

John andStevewere married on October &t a small private wedding in their home.

They are registered as domestic partners in Deanein California and were married in
San Francisco in 2004 until the court issued a raasgsliment. In May 2009 the couple
will celebrate 20 years together.

John andSteveare enthusiastic dancers, wonderful guys, andsset @ our club. Look
for them in a square soon.

Fiesta de la Cuadrilla Brunch

The 58" Annual Fiesta de la Cuadrilla, sponsored by th&BA, was held November 7,
8, & 9 in Balboa Park. Our club hosted a very sgstul brunch on Saturday. Dancers
from the extended square dance community enjoyadad of European Egg Delight,
fruit salad, and muffins. This was our second yea row handling the brunch and once
again we received many words of praise regardiagl#licious meal that was served.
Special thanks go out to Tim G., Bob M., David®n B., Richard B., Diana B., Terri

O’, and Mike N. who prepared and served the meal.

2009 Convention — DC Diamond Circulate

Next year's IAGSDC convention will be held in Wastjion D.C. April §'— 12",
April is a beautiful time of year to visit Washiogt D.C. The cherry blossoms
should be in full bloom and there are a multitulenonuments and museums tc
visit (all free!).
Registration costs $195 until Decembet #ien goes up to $215 so get your l
registration in soon if you haven't already.

The host hotel is the Marriott Wardman Park Hotébu can call them
directly at 202-328-2000. Be sure to mention ttoaig code DIAMQND CIRCULAIE

“DCDDCDA” when you make reservations in order ta thee reduced
convention rate.

For more details, visit the DC Diamond Circulateébsige athttp://www.dcdc2009.org/

Calendar of Events

Ever been to a flyin? Why not plan your next vamaaround one of these fun get-
togethers? It's a great way to see a new city,emmegv friends, and do a lot of square
dancing. Check out the link below to see whatmicg up.

http://www.iagsdc.org/main/event/page/eventindeg.ph
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Finest City Squares Board of Directors

President
Co-Vice President
Co-Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Co-Treasurer
Caller Coordinator
Class Representative
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Club Caller ................ Andy Allemao

Finest City Squares Web Site:
http://www.iagsdc.org/finestcity

Have an idea for a newsletter article?
Want to write one yourself? Contact
Bill and Dave at gsq@cox.net




