FINE LINES ‘ ‘

San Diego Finest City Squares Summer 2008

A Message from the President

Howdy everyone! The cowboy talk is in anticipat@iour upcoming fly-
in, Pass The Sea (Horse), which we are doing ijucction with the San
Diego Chapter of the Golden State Gay Rodeo AsBoniaYee haw!
Cowboys! What more can | say?

So much has happened since our last issue of kes.L To start with, we’ve graduated
a fresh new class! A huge congratulations to timese members who put in the time and
dedication necessary to make it all the way throagkl a sincere thanks to Andy
Allemao who excelled in his first year as FCS ataller and instructor!

We, as a club, have been out and about includompd showing at the Stumptown
Stomp in Guerneville this past April. We were agstremely well represented at the
IAGSDC convention in Cleveland over the July 4trekend. Again we received lots of
positive comments on our camp shirts, our fabultadges, our new banner and our club
members’ excellent dancing abilities and posititeéuale. Good going folks and hope to
see you all at the next convention in Washington Bgril 2009.

We had a fabulous float at this year’s Pride Parddeanks to the FCS board members
who, a few weeks before pride, spent a Sundaymotliie EI Cajon heat doing a much
needed refurbishment of the float, including ingigla new wood dance floor and new
hinges, painting and reinstalling the stanchions, @riming and painting the new floor.
With the decorations, it looked fantastic! Thatdkshe dancers who participated on the
float! And of course, we also had a fabulous baitthe Pride Festival. A special
thanks to Bob Martynec and Bob Swee for going eanly setting all that up, and a huge
appreciation to all of you who spent time staffthg booth as well!

In my previous Message from the President, | wiioé | wanted to get you all to start
thinking about whether it might not be time for yimutake a turn serving on the Finest
City Squares board. Well, it's been a while and imy hope that you've been giving this
some serious consideration. HAH! Who am | foohingou haven’t given it another
thought since the last newsletter came out. Qike.l get that. It was a last Christmas.
But, now elections are just a few months away (@vémber to be precise). Please
remember that this is a volunteer, non-profit orgation, and it only continues its
existence because people are willing to step ugaleda turn in making it run and
making it fun! If you have any interest, or anyegtions about serving on the board,
please ask any of the current board members.
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Here’s wishing you a great rest of summer. Seeaj@udance real soon (there’s that
“cowboy talk” slipping in again)!

Richard Bass
FCS President

FCS Gets A New Club Banner

Our old club banner was getting pretty old and eatyg so some of our craftier members
sewed up a new one for us. We proudly displayechdw banner at the IAGSDC
Convention in Cleveland and at our booth at thdd>restival this year. Special thanks
to Diana Barrows, Jim Blair, & David Spence who ditthe hard work!
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Stumptown Stomp Fly-In

Back in April, several Finest City members trekkguto Guerneville, California to
attend Stumptown Stomp, the annual fly-in held lapi@l City Squares. Although
Capital City Squares is based in Sacramento, tb&ytheir fly-in in picturesque
Guerneville nestled in the Redwoods on the RudRiger about an hour and a half north
of San Francisco. Tim Crawford and Andy Shore wieeecallers for the event. The two
of them kept the dancers hopping and put on a gbod.

Next year, Stumptown Stomp will be held May 15-lithwike Desisto and Jet Roberts
as callers. Consider making the trip — you're garkave a good time.
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Pass the Sea “Horse” 2008 Fly-In

After a two-year hiatus, Finest City Squares hasmected its fly-in!
»  This year's fly-in will be held September12 14" in conjunction
" ’1‘3 with the San Diego Gay Rodeo. Not only will attead get to do
(w) some great dancing to callers like Vic Ceder, Tirawdord, David
Mee, Pat Carnathan, and Andy Allemao, but they geti free
admission to the Rodeo, the Rodeo’s Saturday wmigimitry western
dance, a pool party, and a lunch banquet.

If you'd like to lend a hand and help make thisuaforgettable fly-in, talk to Jim Blair
and he will be sure to get you on a committee amtdéd you to planning meetings.

Finest City’s Class of 2008 graduated in June.s€aembers were presented their
diplomas at the monthly dance where Ray Holmestha$eatured caller. The class
members chose Mardi Gras for the theme of the dandeall dressed up in beads. The
Wednesday prior to the dance, the class represantdason, presented their instructors
Andy Allemao and Richard Bass with cards and giftiicates in appreciation of their
hard work. Congratulations to all the graduates!

Cost for the fly-in (not including hotel and traesgtion) is $110 until
August 16" and $125 after that. Get your registration in ribyou
haven't already. You won’t want to miss this wesid of fun!
Registration forms and more info can be found atRhss the Sea link
on the Finest City Squares website:

http://www.finestcitysquares.org/PassTheSeaHors&200

Congratulations Class of 2008!

- |
teve, Jason,

Kneeling: Joe & Ranijit. Standing: Mike, Bill R.,avl
Antonio, & Mark. Not Pictured: Bill F.
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New Basic/Mainstream Class To Start In September

Finest City’s new Basic & Mainstream class is sldtebegin at the end of September.
Classes will be on Wednesdays from 7:30 p.m. t0 p:th. The first three classes on
Sept. 17, 24, & Oct. 1 are free. The fee is ofly#&r class thereafter. We did our best to
get the names of interested-victinmncers at this year’s Pride Festival. We’'ll biicg
and/or emailing all those who signed up as thesdgitew closer. Talk it up to all your
friends and let them know how much fun square aancan be!

2008 Convention — Touch A Quarter Century

The 2008 IAGSDC convention, Touch A Quarter Centwgs held in Cleveland, Ohio
July 39— 6", This was the 25IAGSDC convention, so the Cleveland City Country
Dancers gave it their all to make this silver aendary a special event. Finest City made
a strong showing including two members from theglaf 2008. It was a great
opportunity to catch up with old friends and makesvrones too.
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2009 Convention — DC Diamond Circulate

Next year's IAGSDC convention will be held in Wasdjion D.C. April §' — 12",
It's not too early to register, make hotel resdora, or start that vacation fund.
April is a beautiful time of year to visit Washiogt D.C. The cherry blossoms
should be in full bloom and there are a multitulenonuments and museums
visit (all free!).

The host hotel is the Marriott Wardman Park Hotédu can call them
directly at 202-328-2000. Be sure to mention tteaig code
“DCDDCDA” when you make reservations in order td the reduced DIAM“ND CIRCUI.AIE

convention rate.

For more details, visit the DC Diamond Circulatebsite at
http://www.dcdc2009.org/

2008 Gay Pride Parade & Festival

Finest City made its presence known at this ygadyg Pride Parade and Festival on July
19" and 20'. As our president mentioned in his letter, FCSktthe initiative to

refurbish the float owned by the San Diego Squardeé Association. It looked quite
spiffy once all the decorations were applied. Utifoately, we drew the short straw
when it came to starting positions and ended up thegtail end of the parade. The
crowd had thinned a bit by then, but those who reethhooted and hollered as we
passed. Richard Bass did a great job calling $aand managed to keep us moving
without flying off the edge of the float (and thetio small feat!). Thanks to Pam,
Christine, Ranjit, Elaine, Ed, Mike, Richie, Jolbgvid, and Bill for dancing; Terri and
John G. for driving; and Mike G. for loaning us hisck to pull the float.
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Finest City’s booth at the Pride Festival was priene location next to the county
western dance floor. Pride is our biggest reargigvent of the year, and we collected
over 80 names of people interested in learningjt@se dance (I'm sure no one gave a
fake name just to get free beads!). Thanks tthalmembers who volunteered their time
to staff the booth over the two days of the fe$tiBob S., Bob M., Thorpe, Michael B.,
Tim, Michael K., Terri, James, Linda, Diana, Elgifam, Christine, Bill R., Mario, JP,
Jason, Jim G., Raymond, Bill G., John G., and Rutiza!
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Member Spotlight
By Diana Barrows

This issue the

member spotlight

shines upon

Thorpe DeVoid.

I'm sure you have

danced with Thorpe; he rarely misses a
square dance. Thorpe was born in
Lincoln, Vermont, on June 18, 1920. You
do the math. Thorpe has one grandson,
age 16, who lives in Morro Bay, and a
black cat named "Kitty Kat." His wife of
60 years died in 2004; and his only son
died a year later of sleep apnea. Thorpe
and his wife Lori had been members of
FCS in the late '80's-early '90's. They liked
dancing with our club because of our
energy and friendliness.

Thorpe received his BA in mathematics
from SUNY, Albany (State University of
New York), and a Masters from SDSU in
Curriculum and Instruction. He was a
naval aviator for over 20 years. The navy had@tatl Thorpe and his wife in San Diego
in 1960. He retired from the navy in 1962 at thekrof commander. When he retired,
San Diego's fabulous weather kept him here. Tloeyghbt a house in Chula Vista near
the San Diego Country Club (yes, it's in CV) wh&herpe still lives. It's paid for. How
many of us can say that? After the navy, Thorpghahigh school math at Mar
Vista High in Imperial Beach for 19 years.

Thorpe started dancing in 1975 with the Calico Ters. He and his wife saw a square
dance demonstration and decided they wanted to.|€gleve Moore, the present caller
of Thursday evening's Flying A's, was Calico'seradind Thorpe's teacher. At the time,
Steve was a sophomore in high school and couldeft drive yet! Thorpe dances at A2
level, either follow or lead. His favorite calltise All Four Couples concept. Thorpe
dances Wednesday with Finest City Squares, Thunsithythe Flying A's, Monday with
Lighthouse Squares, and occasionally Sunday atveshwith Reels and Squares, a
contra group.

Thorpe has to take buses and the trolley to get fotwula Vista to Balboa Park to
dance. The trip on public transportation takes hiti2 to 2 hours. Sometimes a friend
will drive him. Our caller Andy lives in Chula Vistand often takes Thorpe home on
Wednesdays. Why can't Thorpe drive? He has legaly blind for over 5 years due to
macular degeneration.

Thorpe's best friend is FCS member Michael Broskawdhorpe and his wife Lori had
always liked Michael and his partner, George Haiaswhom many old time FCS
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members will remember. Thorpe lost Lori and MicHast George at about the same
time. Thorpe and Michael re-connected after thatteand renewed their friendship.
They have remained fast friends.

If you don't know Thorpe, please introduce yourseld strike up a conversation. He

likes people and likes to talk. He may not approgmin because of his poor eyesight.
Show Thorpe that FCS still has the friendliness tinaught him to our club those years

ago.

Calendar of Events

Ever been to a flyin? Why not plan your next vammatround one of these fun get-
togethers? It's a great way to see a new city,emmegkv friends, and do a lot of square
dancing. Check out the link below to see whatsicg up.

http://www.iagsdc.org/main/event/page/eventindeg.ph
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Finest City Squares Board of Directors Club Caller ................ Andy Allemao
President ..., RichBabs - : :
Co-Vice President................... David Spehce Finest City Squares Web Site:
Co-Vice President............cccccceuene.. JimiB|a http://www.finestcitysquares.org
Secretary ......cccooecvviiiiieennenn, Diana Bas
;regsturef[rT. ............................. I\4lke_ I\(l)egeb y Have an idea for a newsletter article?
ssistant Treasurer ................ erri anski Want to write one yourself? Contact
Caller Coordinator................... Dana Hooper Bill and D t i
Class Representative......... Jason McCallister il and Dave at gsq@cox.ne
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