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A Message from the President 
 
 

I Never Knew, 
 
It is amazing how fast time has flown.  It seems like just yesterday, I was elected 
President.  It truly has been a learning experience.   I have really gotten to know many of 
you.  I have come up with this list called “I Never Knew”.  
 

·  How much our members care about each other. 
 

·  How much talent there is in our club. 
 

·  How unselfish our members are, pitching in whatever way. 
 

·  How diverse our club membership is. 
 

·  How much good energy there is our club. 
 

·  How much other clubs wanted to dance with us. 
 

·  How lucky we are to have a caller like Andy Allemao. 
 

·  What a privilege it is to have a place to dance in, like the War Memorial Building 
and the Kensington Community Church.  

 
 
The past few months have passed very quickly.  We are a viable, healthy club.  I had the 
opportunity to see how our club members interact with other square dance clubs.  I was 
told time and time again how much energy and excitement our Club brought to any event. 
It is an honor to be your President.    
   
Keep up the good work, 
 
 
Ken Valdez 
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Class of 2009 Update 
 
Our new crop of square dancers have completed mainstream and are working their way 
through plus level calls.  The students are making excellent progress.  If you’d like to 
come out and angel for them, class is from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. on Wednesdays after the 
club dance.  The Class Representative this year is Gene Morones.  If students have any 
comments or concerns they’d like to have relayed to the board of directors, Gene will be 
happy to act as liaison if they don’t feel comfortable approaching board members 
themselves. 
 
 
Finest Member for 2009 
 
This year’s winner of the Finest Member award is Richard Bass.  Each 
year, Finest City bestows the award of Finest Member on one of its club 
members.  Past winners get together and deliberate on who has gone out 
of their way to contribute to the club’s success.  Richard served as 
president of Finest City for two years and has served on committees for  
Pride, fly-ins, and numerous other events.  Richard has also become an  
accomplished caller and donates his services to help new students get 
some additional practice.  Be sure to congratulate Richard when you see  
him and thank him for all he has done for the club. 
 
 
 
Finest City Squares on Facebook 
 

 
 
Did you know we have a group on Facebook?  Just search for “Finest City Squares” and 
join the fun.  Thanks to Terri O’Barski for setting up the group and being the 
administrator.  It’s a great way to stay connected and keep in touch with upcoming 
events. 
 
 
 

Richard Bass 



3 of 10 

 
Finest City Squares’ 20th Anniversary Dance 
 
Finest City Squares celebrated its 20th anniversary this past January.  Our Anniversary 
Dance was held at the Balboa Park Club and the theme for the dance was “Alice in 
Winterland”.  Michael Kellogg was our caller for the evening.  Michael always puts on a 
good show for us and he didn’t disappoint that evening.  We even had some round 
dancing in between tips with Rey Garza as the cuer – a first for Finest City.  Bob Swee 
and David Spence coordinated the beautiful decorations for the hall.  Ed Jackson handled 
the catering for the affair.  The food was as beautiful as it was tasty.  Here are a few 
photos from the event. 
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Pass the Sea “Horse” 2009 Fly-In 
 

Finest City Squares will hold its fly-in, Pass the Sea “Horse”, 
September 11th – 13th in conjunction with the San Diego Gay Rodeo.  
Attendees will be able to dance Plus through C1.  Registration 
includes: Friday Trail-In Dance, Dancing Workshops, Pool Party, 
Luncheon, Admission to the Rodeo’s Saturday Night C&W Dance, 
Sunday Rodeo (including Square Dancing).  Featured callers this year 

are David Mee, Michael Kellogg, Pat Carnathan, Darren Gallina, and Andy Allemao. 
 
Registration for Pass the Sea “Horse” is $95 until July 7th when the fee 
will go up to $110.  For registration forms and more details visit the 
fly-in’s website at www.passthesea.org. If you haven’t done so already, 
sign up today – you don’t want to miss out on the fun! 
 
The Handlery Hotel & Resort is the host hotel.  Rates start at $98/night.  
Reservations may be booked on-line at www.handlery.com.  Don’t forget to use the 
Promo Code “RODEO” when registering. 
 
 
 
Benefits of Club Membership 
 
The dues that members pay each year help cover expenses incurred throughout the year.  
Benefits of being a member include… 

·  Insurance (Covers you in case of injury while at a Finest City event)  

·  Club Membership in the San Diego Square Dance Association – which provides 
us a FREE dance hall  

·  Membership in the International Association of Gay Square Dance Clubs 
(IAGSDC), who put on the annual convention. This allows you to be included in 
the annual convention club photo.  

·  The best caller in San Diego – Andy Allemao   

·  Quality guest callers and monthly dance party  

·  Voting rights in Finest City elections  

·  Club recruitment, such as PRIDE participation  

·  Club Badge  

Please remember, the annual dues are due in November 
$26.00 for General Membership 
$18.00 for Seniors (60 & older), students (half-time and above), and associate members 
$35.00 for Sponsors (designated by a special dangle) 
$50.00 for Benefactors (designated by a special dangle) 
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Member Spotlight 
By Diana Barrows 

 

Fine Lines would like you to 
meet our new club president, 
Ken Valdez.  Ken was born 
in Santa Ana, California on 
June 20, 1953.  Wow! A 
native Californian.  His 
parents still live in Anaheim 
Hills. One brother lives in 
Escondido; the rest of his 
siblings live in Orange 
County.  Ken attended 
several colleges, receiving 
his degree in business 
administration from 
National University in 
Orange County. Ken has 
been in San Diego since 

1993.  Like so many people, his job at the time (systems analyst for ATT) transferred him 
here. 
 
Ken was bitten by the square dance bug way back in fourth grade.  He loved it and 
always wanted to get back to square dancing.  He finally did so four years ago when he 
started classes with Ruffles n Beaus.  The following September, he joined Finest City 
Squares’ class at the urging of his friend Paul Casey. {Thank you, Paul}   Ken dances at the 
A1 level. He started A2 lessons with Lighthouse Squares in January 2009. His favorite 
call is Relay the Deucey. 
 
For ten years, Ken was very involved with country-western dancing.  In 2002 he was the 
(straight) amateur male country-western dance champion of the world, an achievement of 
which he is very proud. Ken noted that he and Paul helped put the "Bling" in male 
country western costumes. For 16 years, Ken was active with the San Diego rodeo 
association, including being the president.  He co-founded the “Twist and Shout” dance 
contest at the rodeo 15 years ago. 
 
Ken has no pets of his own, but he walks Paul’s dogs almost daily. His main interest 
these days is doing home projects.  “Home Depot is my favorite store.”  He loves to cook 
and is very good at it; his specialty is Italian food.  He loves to travel: his favorite place is 
“the one I haven’t been to.”  Italy and Greece were favorite destinations.  Ken is single 
and admitted that he is looking “with one eye.” 
 
Ken is now in school attending Mueller College in University Heights.  He finished the 
massage curriculum and will soon graduate as a holistic health care practitioner. 
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Ken is pleased to be the president of Finest City Squares.  He explained that he found 
square dancing at a low time in his life, and it helped him greatly.  He didn’t want others 
to miss out on that experience.  “It was my time,” he stated simply.  
 
Thank you, Ken.  We look forward to your leadership.  See you in a square. 
 
 
 
Reminders:  Use of Balboa Park Buildings 
 
One key benefit Finest City receives from being a member of the San Diego Square 
Dance Association is FREE use of the War Memorial Building.  Along with this privilege 
are a few rules we must follow.   Please honor the following regulations in order to keep 
our relationship with the San Diego Park and Recreation Department in good standing. 
 
·  Please, no food or beverages (including gum and candy) are allowed in any ballroom 

or auditorium with wood floors.  Please keep food and drinks in the kitchen area. 
·  Please, no pets are allowed inside any buildings.  Pets must remain outside.  Service 

animals are the only exception, and they must be appropriately identified. 
·  Please, no smoking in any area of Balboa Park – this is city law. 
·  Please do not attach anything to the walls.  Decorations should be free standing or 

table top (although they may be pinned to the curtains). 
 
Thanks for adhering to these rules! 
 
 
 
Catching Up with Lyn Juckniess 
 
Many of you will remember Lyn Juckniess who danced with 
Finest City while she was stationed in San Diego.  Lyn and 
her daughter Andrea attended the IAGSDC convention in 
Washington D.C. this year and were happy to see their friends 
from FCS.  Lyn and Andrea laid out a spread of treats from 
Germany for Finest City members after our club photo was 
taken which was greatly appreciated by all.   
 
Lyn has been serving as chaplain to wounded service 
members and their families in Landstuhl, Germany.  
Wounded soldiers from Iraq and Afghanistan are sent to 
Landstuhl until they are stable enough to be transferred to other medical facilities for 
further treatment or until they can return to their units. Lyn isn’t sure how much longer 
her assignment will be.  The latest group to go to Landstuhl will leave in August, but she 
may be extended for another year.   
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Little Angels 
 

 
 
Let’s take a trip down 
Memory Lane.  Can 
you match these 
pictures from Finest 
City club members’ 
pasts with their images 
today?  (Answer key at 
the end of the 
newsletter) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8 of 10 

 
 
 
2009 Convention – DC Diamond Circulate 
 
This year’s IAGSDC convention was held in Washington D.C. April 9th – 12th.  
The host club, DC Lambda Squares, pulled out all the stops to put on a great 
26th convention.  Callers included Betsy Gotta, Anne Uebelacker, Tom 
Miller, John Marshall, Deborah Carroll-Jones, Sandie Bryant, Mike Jacobs, 
Ett McAtee, John Marshall, Lynette Bellini, Dayle Hodge, Barry Clasper, 
and Mike DeSisto. 
 
Finest City had about 30 members attend the convention.  We looked quite dapper in the 
grand march wearing our black polo shirts and sailor hats while we carried inflatable sea 
horses to promote our fly-in Pass the Sea “Horse”.  FSC members David Spence and 
David Goodsell received their 10-year medallions for having attended 10 IAGSDC 
conventions (not necessarily consecutively). 
 
Look at these happy faces….makes you want to join the fun next year.  More photos will 
be posted on the FCS website:  http://www.iagsdc.org/finestcity/.  Thanks to John 
Escobar and John Griffin for sharing their photos of convention! 
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More convention photos: 
 

 
 
2010 Convention – Chi-Town Shakedown 
 
The 27th annual IAGSDC convention will be held in Chicago in 2010 
July 1st – 4th.  The week before is Gay Pride in Chicago, so you may 
want to go a few days early and join in on that party too!  Register early 
because prices will go up as we get closer to convention.  For registration 
forms and more information, visit their website at: 
http://www.chicago2010.com/index.cfm 
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Calendar of Events 
 
Check out the IAGSDC link below to see what gay square dancing events are coming up. 
    
http://www.iagsdc.org/main/event/page/eventindex.php 
 
 
      
 
 
      
 

President ....................................Ken Valdez  
Co-Vice President.................... Tim Gahagan   
Co-Vice President.................Jamie Crissman 
Secretary .......................................Bob Swee  
Treasurer .............................. Mike Neiheisel 
Co-Treasurer..................... Jason McCallister  
Caller Coordinator................... Dana Hooper 
Class Representative.............. Gene Morones 
 
 
Answer key to photo quiz: 
Top Row:  Diana B., Steve H., Thorpe D., Jamie C., Michael K. 
Middle Row:  David G., Ken V., Linda M., Lee B., Hazel R. 
Bottom Row:  Bob S., Christine K., Mike N., Bob M., Bill G. 
 
 
 

Finest City Squares Board of Directors 

Have an idea for a newsletter article?  
Want to write one yourself?  Contact 
Bill and Dave at gsq@cox.net 

Club Caller ................Andy Allemao 

Finest City Squares Web Site: 
http://www.iagsdc.org/finestcity 


