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The President’s Corner: The Day My
Mama Socked It to the Harper Valley PTA

any years ago, at a Mainstream
Graduation, on a festive evening,
the event was coming to a close.

The room was full and a big circle was made.
The instructor was brought into the center
and given a big thank you and a warm round
of applause. Next, the archangel was brought
into the center of the circle and given his due.
Standing on the outskirts of the circle were
a couple who had offered the instructor and
the archangel a lot of assistance during the
class year. They were waiting to be called
into the circle as they should have been. To
their dismay, their names were not called
and the circle disbanded.

As dancers filed out of PS 3, one member
of the couple looked at the other and said, “I
can’t believe it. Not even a thank you”. He
then said, “T am so surprised at David”.

One member of the couple died, never
having forgiven me for this social gaffe. The
surviving partner will say a superficial hello
once in a while. I never quite understood
their anger and disappointment at me. I was
not the archangel. I was not the President
of the Club. And you know I wasn’t the
instructor. The couple did forgive the
instructor, the archangel and the President.
But never me.

My guess is that I was perceived as

Open House

Intro To Square Dance
with Nick Martellacci

September 18 & 25
7:30 pm ¢ PS3 ¢ Free!

No partner or experience necessary!

Deadline for booking a
hotel room for PTP 2007:

September 20th

always having to exhibit an intuition that
would make everything pleasant. What
everyone knows is that when you are put on
a pedestal the only way to go is down.

What’s that old saying that children are
told when they are going to school for the
first time or heading to summer camp, “If
you make one good friend then you have
been successful”. I do have good friends at
the Times Squares and that is what I need
to remember when someone’s expectations
of me are beyond my grasp.

The one thing I want to address in this
month’s column is that sometimes, no
matter how hard we try, there is going to be
someone who takes exception to our effort.
Or blames us for something we have not
done. Now I will take my lumps if I have
made a mistake and I am sure I have made
many. [ will not, however, stand in for others
when there is a conflict. What this means is,
if you have an issue with someone, your first
response should not be, let me run over to
David so that he can tell that person to (a) not
eat garlic before he dances, (b) stop grabbing
my rear, (c¢) not dance so poorly, etc. You
get the picture. In the extreme the Board
of Directors will involve itself if there is a
real and persistent social issue. I will not,
however, do anyone else’s dirtywork.

Did you ever wonder what happens to
former Times Squares Presidents. They seem
to ride off into the sunset after their term has

continued on page 3
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August Board Meeting Minutes

Monday, July 30, 2007

Meeting called to order by David Kampel
at 7:36 pm.

Board members present: Vern Calhoun
(arrived late), Joe Chodash (Treasurer),
Michael Coan, David Kampel (President),
Chaya Levin, Daryl Murphy, and Alan
Willemssen (Secretary)

Non-Board members present: Fred
Feliciano, Emad Heikel

1. Secretary Report — Alan announced
that there was an error in the last meeting
minutes. The representative from the
Center whom Daryl was discussing Bingo
Night with Times Squares (TS) was Ector
not Trai La Trash. The meeting minutes of
the last meeting along with the correction
were accepted by a vote of 6 to 0.

2. Financial Report — The club continues
to be in very good financial condition.
The main sources of income for the
month were tuition, reimbursement from
Emad/Pride and PTP fly-in 2007. The main

expenses for the month were space rentals
(all), instructor’s fees and printing (two
newsletters (July/August), more promotion
postcards and Directory costs). A separate
report showed that the expenses for the
Pride March 2007 totaled $2,493.00. The
financial report was accepted by the Board
by a vote of 6 to 0.

3. Scheduling Committee — Alan read
the Scheduling Committee minutes from
the July 18, 2007 kick-off meeting which
lasted from 7:00 — 9:00 pm. Items discussed
were roles and responsibilities and events
for 2007 and 2008 including dances,
workshops, outreach events and classes.
Concerning the roles and responsibilities,
the Scheduling Committee recommended
the following for planning a TS-sponsored
event:

1. A written proposal with contact person
and information should be provided to the
Outreach Committee.

2. After the Outreach Committee has
evaluated and approved the proposal, it
should become an agenda item for the
Board to discuss.

continued on page 3
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President’s Corner fompage 1

ended. Some pursue other activities, some
fall in love and still others move away. That
may be my fate one day, but the fact is I am
the only former President who still dances
consistently. I love square dancing. I love
square dancing more than I love being on
the board.

I know that I am but a little blip on the
gay square dance scene. Being the President
of the Times Squares might be nominally
important in New York, but I pass through
unnoticed at convention. There will be no
Golden Boot Award for me. Thank God I am
not in this for the glory. The one thing I do
get, however, is to dance. That’s the reason
I have stayed so long.

I will be President of the Times Squares
for this year only and then I will pass
the torch to someone else. Don’t get me

wrong, I am no angel. I am sure that I have
exasperated many this year and every year.
But the next time I am listening to someone
complain in my ear I will focus instead
on all of the good that stands in front of
me whether it be Lucy Kassel running to
the edge of a square and looking up at her
mothers dancing, a perfect square that never
breaks down, a room full of Emad cakes and
those flirty looks that pass between people
when romance is brewing.

September will be here by the time you
receive this newsletter. People will enter
PS 3, new to square dancing. The cycle
will start anew.

“And the seasons, they go round and
round.”

—David Kampel,
President
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3. After the Board has approved the
event, the event can be discussed with the
Scheduling Committee to ensure that the
event can be scheduled.

The Scheduling Committee also wanted
to state that:

* Any planned event cannot compete with
any scheduled events.

e TS-sponsored events are covered by TS’
liability insurance. Events not approved by
the Board cannot be covered and cannot be
considered to be sponsored by TS.

¢ Scheduling of callers should have a lead
time of a minimum of four months as they
are often booked months and, in some cases,
years in advance.

e Early planning helps to reserve needed
equipment for callers.

e Dance locations cannot be confirmed
until, in some cases, weeks in advance
depending upon the institution.

Alan also stated that as of July 1, 2007,
there are 68 scheduled dance nights in 2007
and 102 planned dance nights in 2008.

The next Scheduling Committee meeting
will be held on Tuesday, November 27, 2007
at 7:00 pm at PS3.

4. Caller Booker Report — Alan read the
Caller Booker report submitted by Daniel
Jason. The report covered callers involved
with TS’ combo dances, A/C dances, fly-ins
and club nights.

e Combo Dances - Callers for all combo

dances for 2007 have been booked and
contracted.

e A/C Dances - All 2007 A/C dances are
booked and contracted except September
28, 2007. Several callers have been
contacted and been unable to commit due
to scheduling conflicts. Daniel will approach
a few more callers for the event. As for
2008, approximately 50% are booked and
confirmed.

e PTP Fly-Ins — All callers for PTP 2007
have returned executed contracts. Betsy
Gotta and John Marshall are confirmed for
PTP 2008. Callers for PTP 2009 are being
investigated.

e Club Night — Approximately 40% of
2008 club nights have been booked. Offers
are going out to four more callers by the end
of August.

5. Outreach Events — Details of upcoming
outreach events were discussed:

e Cattyshack Outreach Dance Night
(August 16 and September 20) — Howard
Richman will be calling. Contact Andrew
Meyer for more information.

e Jersey City 7th Annual LGBT Pride
Festival (August 25) — Daryl informed
the Board that their will be a $200 charge
to participate. If there were any raffles or
selling of items there would be an additional
cost. After discussing the event, the Board
decided that it would not be a proper venue
as TS’ strength lies in demoing (i.e., dancing
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NJ Outreach
Demo/Intro
in Morristown

Times Squares will be doing a demo and
intro in Morristown, NJ at GAAMC,
the Gay Activist Alliance in Morris County
(www.GAAMC.org), during their 35th
Anniversary celebration on Monday, 10
September from 7:30pm to 9:00pm. Howard
Richman will be calling. We are looking
for dancers; join us for a Hoe-Down in
Mo-Town. Please contact Dave Torrey at
DHTorrey @earthlink.net or 973.984.2564
for more information.

before possible new students). In addition,
there are some additional limitations:

o The dance space may be insufficient for
a square.

o Alive caller would be an extra expense
and using recorded music may not be
possible if electricity is not provided.

o Ifdancing is not possible, TS does have
a tape showing previous dances but again
the requirements are equipment and power.
It was also expressed a video may not show
TS in its best light.

It was also mentioned that a hard copy
of the New York Times article should be
laminated for various events for prospective
students to read.

* Big Apple Ranch Outreach Dance
Night (September 22) — Joe is pursuing
Howard Richman to be the caller for the
event. Contact Joe Chodash for more
information.

* Bingo Night with Times Squares (Friday
night, September?) — Daryl has yet to hear
from the Center contact about a TS-themed
event. He is also checking to see if there will
be demo space available.

e Bear Events (Bear Café/Metrobears)
— Alan mentioned that Bear Café may not
be back in the Fall. Other bear venues are
under investigation.

6. Mass Mailing of Postcards — A mass
mailing to several clubs and organizations
is being prepared by Andrew Meyer. He is
expected to send out about 10 postcards to
about 200 organizations and clubs.

7. Archangels for Mainstream, Plus and
continued on page 4
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C2 —The following individuals volunteered
to be the Archangels for the 2007 — 2008
class calendar:

* Mainstream — Alan Willemssen

¢ Plus — Chaya Levin

e C2 - Daryl Murphy

All are currently investigating strong
volunteers to assist. It was stressed that
Mainstream Archangels might want to
have a themed night to impress newcomers.
Greeters should be present to welcome
possible students. Archangels should also
help prep Angels for the class season. In the
past there have been issues with Angeling
and Chaya mentioned an article on the
conduct and duties of Angels and felt it
would help reduce any issues. When squaring
up, Angels should talk to individuals to see
which position they would prefer and get
them evenly balanced in squares. It was also
suggested that any Angel who is not dancing
should circulate and make a reluctant
newcomer feel welcomed, and, if possible,
urge them into a new square. Any additional
Angels should consider squaring up rather
than hanging in the back.

8. Proposed New Summer Club Shirt —Joe
proposed and previewed an impressive club
shirt based upon the club colors with TS’
logo stitched onto it. It was suggest that Joe
approach the manufacturer to see if he can
get prototypes with the TS logo in small,
medium and large sizes.

9. Massage Therapy by Emad — Emad
showed a flyer to the Board advertising his
services during the PTP 2007 fly-in. Joe
will investigate whether it will conflict with
services provided by the hotel.

10. Peel The Pumpkin 2007 — Chaya and
Joe, Co-Chairs of PTP 2007, were asked
to give details and status of their shared
responsibilities.

e Chaya’s responsibilities entailed local
promotion, basket arrangements, registration
packets and gathering volunteers.

o Local Promotion — Chaya is working
with Andrew Meyer to gather a list of local
businesses to approach.

o Basket Arrangements — The display
of where the baskets will be arranged was
discussed. In addition, a flyer was displayed
that was provided by Esther. It was urged
that members should approach the Basket
Committee for more information.

o Registration Packets — Chaya is working
on the packets which will include the activity
schedule, local maps and other promotional
material.

o Volunteers — Chaya said she would be
looking into defining duties and gathering
volunteers.

e Joe’s responsibilities entailed managing
hotel arrangements, decorations, audio/
visual equipment and a possible Saturday
night party.

o Hotel Arrangements — The hotel has a
new staff and Joe has been discussing our
requirements for PTP 2007. Arrangements
include rooms and how they will be arranged
at various times, providing tables for various
needs (e.g., registration, baskets, flyers), and
table skirts and risers when necessary.

o Decorations — Joe discussed what
can and cannot be done with regards
to decorations and are proceeding with
planning accordingly. He shared thoughts
on making each room a different theme.

o Audio/Visual Equipment — Can be
made readily available but at a cost. TS will
provide A/V equipment for the most part.
o Possible Saturday Night Party — Joe
approached the hotel about a possible
country/western party after Saturday night’s
events which will possibly last until 2 AM.
This event will be held in the hotel’s local
bar which has room for line dancing and
two-stepping. This is under investigation as
it may be a separate cost.

The activities schedule for PTP 2007
was extensively reviewed by the Board and
some changes requested to better balance
the callers, events and resources. A final
schedule will be published at a later date.

11. Next Board Meeting — The next Board
meeting will be held on Monday, September
10, 2007 at 7:30 pm at FIT. Check the
web site for the next scheduled Board
meeting in the event of changes. As always,
members are welcome to come to the Board
meetings. David thanked the membership
and adjourned the meeting at 10:41 pm.

Minutes respectfully submitted by
Alan R. Willemssen, Secretary

Subsequent to meeting, Chaya Levin
resigned from the Times Squares Board of
Directors. Ms. Levin will not serve as the
Plus Archangel nor will she be co-chairing
Peel the Pumpkin 2007.
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PTP 2007
Diamond
Baskets

Galore

It’s that time again. At our fly-in last year,
our club had the most delightful and
colorful array of baskets. Never had anyone
seen such beauty ensconced in such finery.
We had heads spinning and mouths drooling
for ownership of just one of them.

This year, you have another opportunity
to participate in creation. You are free to go
“over the top” with unimaginable beauty.

Think what you’d like to win in a basket
and put it together. Think what your friends
would simply “have to have” and create it
for them. You have the force; we have the
venue — so Just Do It!

The Basket Folks
Daryl, Esther, Ken,
Kevin, Larry, Richard

Out of Ideas?

May we offer just a few suggestions of the
types of baskets that might appeal to your
fellow dancers:

Gourmet Food Items
Wines or Beers
Chocolate! Chocolate! Chocolate!

007-Themed Items
(A Tie-in To The Fly-in Theme)

DVDs
Gift Certificates

A Service You Can Provide (Cook a
Gourmet Meal, Give a Massage, etc.)

Books
Artwork
Leather Goods — Jackets, Boots, and . . .
Sexy Items
Cosmetics

Bears

On the Web at

www.TimesSquares.org




Season Kick Off
Combo Dance

with

Dayle Hodge

Saturday, Sept 15  Location TBA

4:30-6:30 A2/C2
6:30-7:30 Potluck*
7:30-10:00 MS/Plus

$10 Each Session/$15 For Both

Potluck Assignments by First Name

A - J: Main Dish

K - N: Non alcoholic drink

P - S: Dessert

T - Z: Salad or Vegetable Dish




Dancing Around

Sept 18 — John Steckman

Upcoming

Fly.l ns Motiv8ors — A2/C1*
VFW Hall, 6 Veterans Place (behind Oct 16 — Todd Fellegy
More information about these flyins Firehouse) in Elmwood Park, NJ 07407 Oct 23 — Rob French
can be found on the IAGSDC website: ~ Sundays: C1 6:30-7:30 /A2 7:30-9:30 Nov 6 — Roy Leber
09/09/07 Keith S - Nov 27 — Todd Fellegy
i eith Stevens Dec 11 — Mike Jacobs
WWWw. |agsdc.org 09/16/07 Ken Ritucci MA
28-30-Sep 10/07/07 Todd Fellegy CT DIRECTIONS: From Rt. 17 in Paramus go east on
Harvest Ball 2007 10/21/07 Rob French CA ient.url}(/) (l)id to ;irst light;h tturn rightk gnto .Fa{)viel\:
Callers: Barry Clasper + Betsy Gotta 111/12/50/3/70;4}?5 1} OOtebP[; 5 ves yards on ight — parking n back.
Ottawa Date Squares, Ottawa 1ke Jacobs
d 12/16/07 Mike Jacobs NJ Acey Deuceys - A2/C1
05-07-Oct Slngles Welcome * Computer Squares Mondays C-17-8 PM/A-28-10 PM
Load the Boat #17 Square Dance Attire Optional w3 Ajr Conditioned Hall***
Pirates of the Cuyahoga $6 per person members ® $7 non-members Russian Orthodox Church
Sandcreek Road, Colonie, NY

$2 extra per person for C1 hour

Callers: Gary Monday, Nick Martellacci
Fred: 201-797-3421 / Roberta: 201-262-1570

Cleveland City Country Dancers
Cleveland, OH rls222@verizon.net For Information: Ken Ritucci,
http://members.aol.com/jamsqs/motiv8ors.html 413-734-0591 or KenRitucci@aol.com
12-14-Oct kenritucci@aol.com  $7 pp / $14/cpl
51st Annual SCVSDA Jubilee Hi Taws - C1 /c2
suaighy tallers: Bamy tlasper, Tuesdays - C2 7-8pm / C1 8-10pm  Todd Fellegy — C1/C2/C3
SaéVS?)S/SXenS’ HJ y grAe Air Conditioned - Wood Floor Saturday Afternoons
, San Jose,
PARAMUS SENIOR CENTER Katonah Methodist Church, Katonah NY
13-14-Oct 93 Farview Avenue, Paramus, NJ 07652 ]
Cuesta S » 10th Anni & Info: Bernie / Sandy @ 201-447-0538 Session #1 12:45 to 2:45 p.m.
uesta Squares o nniversary Fred @ (201) 797-3421 Session #2 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Halloween Mini Fly-In 2007 .
Callers: Anne Uebelacker Email: bbeck123@aol.com
CC ’ Mixed Sessions: $16 per session / $30 Both sessions
Darren Gallina, Dave Rensberger C3B Double Session: $35 — Prices are per Couple
Cuesta Squares, Pismo Beach, CA Tom Miller DIRECTIONS: From 684, Take Exit 6,
DC Lambda Squares, Harper’s Ferry, WV Head WEST on Rt. 35. Turn LEFT at the light
19-21-Oct (Wood Bridge Rd). Church is on RIGHT, 1/4
Peel the Pumpkin — 23-25-Nov mile down on Edgemont Road. Hall is in back.
. Di.amonds Are Eorever . Weave the Rain 2007 203-634-3078 ¢« www.toddfellegy.com
Callers: Nick Martellacci, Ben Rubright, Callers: Anne Uebelacker: Grant Ito.
T /S%nne Uebelacl;;tr L NY Squares Across the Border, Vancouver, BC Mike Jacobs - A2/ 61,2,3A
imes Squares, New York, N Carl Kumpf School — Clark, NJ — 8-10pm
19-21-Oct 1825)(?5_;] A2 (2nd & 4th Mondays)
-20-Jan
LCFD Fall Dance Cam'p 2097 . Promenade Down Peachtree “7” C1 (Ist & 3rd Thursdays)
Non-affiliated (gay). Callers: Chris Ric- Callers: Garvy Mondav. IR St. I TBA
ciotti (gender role free contras), TBA a eril ﬂaryt Son ay, Ad t teagA C2 (1st & 3rd Mondays)
; . otlanta Squares, Atlanta,
(english & others). Music by KGB d For information and/or directions contact
LCFD, Becket, MA 18-20-Jan mikejacobs @optonline.net / 609-888-0153
26-28-Oct Swing Thru Arizona 2008 .
Gojira!--Hallowe’en Dance 3 Callers: Saundra Bryant, H. Richman - MS, Plus
Callers: Anne Uebelacker and Scott Zinser Jerry Jestin, Seth Levine For full calling schedule go to
Puddletown Squares, Seattle, WA Desert Valley Squares, Phoenix, AZ www.CateringCowboy.com
09-11-Nov 08-10-Feb
Harper’s Ferry Hoedown XIII ACDC 2008 A/C Weekend - East Coas.t. Check out
Callers: CJ Smith, Ett McAtee, Dave Wil- .
www.TimesSquares.org

Callers: Saundra Bryant, Billy Harrison,

for the latest scheduling
information available.

Calendar for Northeast Gay Square Dance Clubs:
www.iagsdc.org/timessquares/NortheastCalendar.html
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September / October
September 2 September 3 September 4 September 5 September 6 September 7 September 8
A Gayla In The Club Night
King’s Court 7:30 - PS3
Chicago, IL Roy Leber
September 9 September 10 September 11 September 12 September 13 September 14 September 15
. 1
Square Dance Club Night ﬁosﬁ ﬁRSﬁmm} | Season Kick-Off
Demo/Intro 7:30 — PS3 * " | Combo Dance
Morristown, NJ Todd Fellegy A2/C1 7:30 - TBA
See Page 3 CANCELLED See page 5
September 16 September 17 September 18 September 19 September 20 September 21 September 22
Open House | Cattyshack Big Apple Ranch
7:30 - PS 3 Demo/Intro M‘E@r Demo/Intro
Nick Martellacci 9:00 - Brooklyn - 9:00 - Manhattan
Howard Richman Howard Richman
September 23 September 24 September 25 September 26 September 27 September 28 September 29
; 3 Open House II A2/C1 Dance
7:30-PS 3 7:30 — Center
- Nick Martellacci Mike Jacobs
September 30 October 1 October 2 October 3 October 4 October 5 October 6
MS Class
7:30-PS 3
Nick Martellacci
October 7 October 8 October 9 October 10 October 11 October 12 October 13
MS Class A2/C1 Dance
ml m' 7:30-PS 3 7:30 — Center
Nick Martellacci Betsy Gotta
October 14 October 15 October 16 October 17 October 18 October 19 October 20
Plus Class MS Class Peel the Peel the
Nick Martellacci 7:30-PS 3 Pumpkin Pumpkin
7:30-PS 3 Nick Martellacci
October 21 October 22 October 23 October 24 October 25 October 26 October 27
Peel the C1-C2 Dance MS Class A2/C1 Dance
Pumpkin 7:30-PS 3 7:30-PS 3 7:30 — Center
Rob French Nick Martellacci Nick Martellacci
October 28 October29 October 30 (Octobe3)l! November 1 November 2 November 3
Plus Class
Nick Martellacci MS Class Happyj
7:30-PS 3 7:30-PS 3
C2 Class Nick Martellacci
Betsy Gotta

PS 3 — Public School No. 3, 490 Hudson Street, between Christopher and Grove Streets

Center — The Lesbian and Gay Community Services Center, 208 West 13th Street Tlmes squares HOtIlne

FIT — Dubinsky Student Center, 27th Street at 8th Avenue, Basement
CS — Chelsea Studios, 151 West 26 Street, Studio #608. :z 1 :z. ’ 49-42 9 :l
CC City Center, 130 West 56th Street bet. 6th & 7th Aves. Studio #5.



Peel the Pumpkin 2007 Regictration Form

Diamonde Are Forever: A 2007 Adventure € October 19-21
The Holiday Inn at Tinton Falle/Eatontown, NJ

Callere: Nick Martellacci ¢ Ben Rubright € Anne Uebelacker
Regictration - ¢95

Name(s)
Address
City State Zip
Day Phone ( ) Eve. Phone ( )
E-mail Club Affiliation
IDance: M/S Plus A2 Cl1 C2 I Would like to Call: M/S Plus A2 Cl C2 (Circle all that apply)

Make checks payable to TIMES SQUARES and mail with completed registration form to:
Peel the Pumpkin 2007 e« ¢/o Nick Martellacci ® 230 Jay Street, 2C * Brooklyn, NY 11201
Questions and Information: 212-749-4291  mail@timessquares.org ® www.timessquares.org

t1 2
TIMES SQUARES

PO BOX 1229

Ansonia Station

New York, NY 10023

website: www.TimesSquares.org
email: mail@TimesSquares.org



